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WKLL 30th Anniversary Reception 
 

Welcoming Speech by Mr. William C.Y. Kwan, Managing Partner 
 

 
Distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, I hope you will forgive me if I don’t 
read out the names and titles of all the distinguished and honoured guests here 
because it will take all night to do so. 
 
On behalf of everyone at Woo, Kwan, Lee & Lo, I welcome you to this party and I 
thank you for your presence here to celebrate with us our 30th anniversary. Someone 
asks me why there were no parties for the 10th and the 20th Anniversaries and why 
there is one for the 30th. The short answer is, we had no time or money to do the 10th 
and when we had a little money, we didn’t know how to organize the 20th and 
although I’m pretty sure, I couldn’t guarantee that all the Founders would still be here 
on the 40th, we decided to do the 30th. 
 
Some 30 years ago, P.S. Woo (as he then was), Charles Lee (as he is still known), 
Stephen Lo and myself shook hands and became partners of Woo, Kwan, Lee & Lo. 
The first thing we did was to enter into a lease of an entire floor of Connaught Centre 
(now renamed Jardine House). When the premises were ready for occupation, the 
world collapsed on us or so we thought and so we felt. Hastily we sub- let half a floor 
to some clients one of whom took pity and paid for the decorations of my room. 
 
It was under those fantastic conditions that the Firm began its practice. But we were 
young and optimistic and we had no fears.  
 
Hong Kong has, during the past 30 years, experienced many ups and downs. Since the 
fortunes of our profession and those of Hong Kong are closely tied up, we have 
prospered and we have suffered. However, Hong Kong has the unique ability to 
bounce back from set backs, and rise up stronger than before. So, as Hong Kong is 
now slowly recovering from the double blows of economic downturn and SARS, 
history will no doubt show that it will recover with the same resilience, and will 
surpass the good times that had gone before and, hopefully by hanging on the coat 
tails of Hong Kong, we will prosper once more. 
 
My partners and I realized that our future and that of Hong Kong as a whole, lies with 
our links to China. We have amongst our guests tonight, 2 eminent firms of lawyers 
from China who will be introduced to you by my partner Edward Cheung later. To 
take advantage of CEPA, we will shortly be signing Letters of Intent with them. Our 
close working relationship with them (which we hope will be developed further) will 
strengthen our ability to service our Hong Kong clients in their activities in China, 
and PRC clients in their activities in Hong Kong. The Honourable Elsie Leung, 
Secretary for Justice, has most kindly agreed to witness the signing.    
  
The fact that the Firm has managed to survive these 30 eventful years is due:- 
First of all, to the loyalty and support of our clients, many of whom have been clients 
of this firm and its predecessors for over 40 years, and who had stood by us through 
thick and thin; 
 
Secondly, to the loyalty, integrity and hard work of our staff; 
Thirdly, to the co-operation and support of our friends, both inside and outside 
Government; and 
 
Last but not least, to the hard work, vision and generosity of the retired Founders. We 
would not be here if any of the 4 elements were absent. Therefore, on behalf of myself 
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and my partners, I thank them, one and all. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, I would now like to do some trumpet blowing since we have 
not done much advertising in the past 30 years. We are prepared to try out new P.R. 
ideas, shorting of wearing superman costumes. We, at Woo, Kwan, Lee & Lo, with 
the possible exception (no with the exception) of myself, have the expertise to tackle 
any job. We have strong teams of experienced and dedicated lawyers, who are ready 
and willing to provide a full range of services in conveyancing and other property 
related transactions, corporate, commercial and banking transactions, company 
secretarial work, China related matters (which will now be further supported by our 
two China connections), litigation and all other legal matters that international firms 
can provide, but we charge local rates. 
 
Finally, please enjoy yourselves and I hope to see you all at our 40th Anniversary.  
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