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Partners of Woo, Kwan, Lee & Lo, Grandall Legal Group, Tahota Law Firm, and distinguished guests:

I am pleased to join you today in celebration of the 30th anniversary of Woo, Kwan, Lee & Lo.  The Firm is the only
homegrown law firm amongst the top ten law firms in Hong Kong.  It takes the Firm more than a team of seasoned
professionals and excellent management to achieve successes.  Most important of all, the Firm kept pace with the times
and diversified its services to meet market needs.  I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the partners and
members of the Firm of its achievements.

I would also like to congratulate all the parties involved on this auspicious occasion for Woo, Kwan, Lee & Lo to sign
a Letter of Intent for Association with the Grandall Legal Group and a Letter of Intent for Closer Cooperation with the
Sichuan Tahota Law Firm respectively.

The Central People’s Government and the Hong Kong SAR Government signed the ’Mainland and Hong Kong
Closer Economic Partnership Arrangement’ (CEPA) on 29 June 2003 and the six Annexes to the main text of CEPA on 29
September 2003 respectively.  The three law firms signing the Letter of Intent for Association and Closer Cooperation today
(only a month or so after the signing of CEPA and the six Annexes) have emerged as pioneers of a new era for the Hong
Kong lawyers to enter the Mainland market.

The Department of Justice is in active discussions with the Ministry of Justice on the implementation of the following
draft measures applicable to legal services under CEPA:

• ‘Rules on Entering for the State Judicial Examination for Residents of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region’;

• ‘Measures for the Management of Residents of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Having Acquired
   the Mainland Legal Professional Qualification to work as Lawyers in the Mainland’;

• ‘Measures for the Management of Hong Kong Legal Practitioners Employed by Mainland Law Firms’;

• ‘Measures for the Management of Associations Formed by Law Firms of the Hong Kong Special Administrative
  Region with Mainland Law Firms’; and

• ’Lawyers Law’ and ‘Measures on the Management of Representative Offices set up by Law Firms of the Hong
   Kong and Macao Special Administrative Regions in the Mainland’.

The Department has also reflected the views of the Law Society of Hong Kong and the Hong Kong Bar Association
to the Ministry of Justice, in the hope that the above regulations would facilitate the Hong Kong legal profession in maxi-
mizing their business opportunities in the Mainland under CEPA.

CEPA operates under a principle of progression.  It is therefore necessary to continue to develop and enrich the
content of CEPA through practical application.  The Hong Kong SAR Government’s responsibility is to provide new opportu-
nities and a new platform to facilitate the entry of the Hong Kong legal profession into the Mainland market, to help resolve
problems which may arise during this process, and to enhance cooperation between the lawyers of both sides.  But the
success of CEPA would ultimately depend on the efforts of the legal profession.

Lastly, may I wish Woo, Kwan, Lee & Lo every success in its collaboration with the two Mainland law firms and in
working hand in hand with Mainland lawyers to create a brighter future for lawyers from both places.

31 October 2003

Speech by the Secretary for Justice
The Honourable Elsie Leung, GBM, JP
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On behalf of everyone at Woo, Kwan, Lee & Lo, I thank you for your presence here to celebrate with us our 30th
anniversary. Someone asks me why there were no parties for the tenth and the twentieth anniversaries and why there is one
for the thirtieth. The short answer is, we had no time or money to do the tenth and when we had a little money, we did not
know how to organize the twentieth and although I am pretty sure, I could not guarantee that all the Founders would still be
here on the fortieth, we decided to do the thirtieth.

Some thirty years ago, P.S. Woo (as he then was), Charles Lee (as he is still known), Stephen Lo and myself shook
hands and became partners of Woo, Kwan, Lee & Lo. The first thing we did was to enter into a lease of an entire floor of
Connaught Centre (now renamed Jardine House). When the premises were ready for occupation, the world collapsed on us
or so we thought and so we felt. Hastily we sub-let half a floor to some clients one of whom took pity and paid for the
decorations of my room.

It was under those fantastic conditions that the Firm began its practice. But we were young and optimistic and we
had no fears.

Hong Kong has, during the past thirty years, experienced many ups and downs. Since the fortunes of our profession
and those of Hong Kong are closely tied up, we have prospered and we have suffered. However, Hong Kong has the unique
ability to bounce back from set backs, and rise up stronger than before. So, as Hong Kong is now slowly recovering from the
double blows of economic downturn and SARS, history will no doubt show that it will recover with the same resilience, and
will surpass the good times that had gone before and, hopefully by hanging on the coat tails of Hong Kong, we will prosper
once more.

My partners and I realized that our future and that of Hong Kong as a whole, lies with our links to China. We have
amongst our guests tonight, two eminent firms of lawyers from China who will be introduced to you by my partner Edward
Cheung later. To take advantage of CEPA, we will shortly be signing Letters of Intent with them. Our close working relation-
ship with them (which we hope will be developed further) will strengthen our ability to service our Hong Kong clients in their
activities in China, and PRC clients in their activities in Hong Kong. The Honourable Elsie Leung, Secretary for Justice, has
most kindly agreed to witness the signing.

The fact that the Firm has managed to survive these thirty eventful years is due:-

First of all, to the loyalty and support of our clients, many of whom have been clients of this firm and its predecessors
for over forty years, and who had stood by us through thick and thin;

Secondly, to the loyalty, integrity and hard work of our staff;

Thirdly, to the co-operation and support of our friends, both inside and outside Government; and

Last but not least, to the hard work, vision and generosity of the retired Founders. We would not be here if any of the
four elements were absent. Therefore, on behalf of myself and my partners, I thank them, one and all.

Ladies and Gentlemen, I would now like to do some trumpet blowing since we have not done much advertising in the
past thirty years. We are prepared to try out new P.R. ideas, short of wearing superman costumes. We, at Woo, Kwan, Lee
& Lo, with the possible exception of myself, have the expertise to tackle any job. We have strong teams of experienced and
dedicated lawyers, who are ready and willing to provide a full range of services in conveyancing and other property related
transactions, corporate, commercial and banking transactions, company secretarial work, China related matters (which will
now be further supported by our two China connections), litigation and all other legal matters that international firms can
provide.

Finally, please enjoy yourselves and I hope to see you all at our 40th anniversary.

31 October 2003

Speech by the Managing Partner
Mr. William C.Y. Kwan
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Woo, Kwan, Lee & Lo’s 30th Anniversary Reception
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Photo (L to R): Mr. Li Ka Shing, Chairman of Cheung Kong (Holdings) Limited; Mr. Chen Din Hwa, Chairman of Nan Fung
Development Ltd.; Mr. Lee Shau Kee, Chairman of Henderson Land Development Company Limited; Mr. Thomas P.K. Kwok,
Vice Chairman & Managing Director of Sun Hung Kai Properties Ltd.

On 31 October 2003, the Firm hosted a reception at the Ritz Carlton Hong Kong to celebrate its 30th anniversary.
More than 600 guests attended the event.
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Woo, Kwan, Lee & Lo’s 30th Anniversary Reception

Top row (L to R): Mr. David K.P. Li, Chairman and Chief Executive of The Bank of East Asia, Limited; Mr. Kevin Westley, Adviser
to the Chairman of The Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation Limited; Mr. Charles Y.K. Lee, one of the Founders of
Woo, Kwan, Lee & Lo; Mr. Tim Freshwater, Managing Director and Chairman - Corporate Finance (Asia) of Goldman Sachs
(Asia) L.L.C.; Mr. Yip Kwok Kwan, Managing Director and Co-Head of Equity Capital Markets of DBS Asia Capital Limited;
Mr. Victor T.K. Li, Managing Director and Deputy Chairman of Cheung Kong (Holdings) Limited

Bottom row (L to R): Mr. John C.C. Chan, Managing Director of Kowloon Motor Bus Co. (1933) Ltd.;  Mr. Francis P.T. Leung,
Chairman (Asia) of Citigroup Global Markets Asia Limited; Mr. William C.Y. Kwan, Managing Partner of Woo, Kwan, Lee & Lo;
Lady Ivy Wu, JP, Director of Hopewell Holdings Limited; Mrs. Susan M.F. Chow, Deputy Managing Director of Hutchison Whampoa
Limited

The Firm had the pleasure of the company of business leaders, representatives from Mainland enterprises and
members of the legal profession at the reception.
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Woo, Kwan, Lee & Lo’s 30th Anniversary Reception

Top row (L to R): The Secretary for Justice, The Hon. Elsie Leung, GBM, JP; President of the Legislative Council, The Hon. Rita
Fan, GBS, JP; The Chief Justice of the Court of Final Appeal, The Hon. Chief Justice Andrew Li Kwok-nang; Justice of Appeal of
the Court of Appeal of the High Court, The Hon. Mr. Justice Woo, GBS, CBE; Registrar of the High Court, Mr. Christopher C.
Chan

Centre (L to R):  Member of the Legislative Council, The Hon. Eric K.C. Li, OBE, JP; one of the Founders of Woo, Kwan, Lee & Lo,
Mr. Charles Y.K. Lee; Secretary for Constitutional Affairs, Mr. Stephen Lam, JP

Bottom row (L to R): Secretary for Economic Development and Labour, Mr. Stephen Ip, GBS, JP; Chief Executive of the Hong
Kong Monetary Authority, Mr. Joseph C.K. Yam, GBS, JP; Managing Director of the Urban Renewal Authority, Mr. Billy C.L.
Lam; Non-Executive Director of the Securities and Futures Commission and Chairman of the Broadcasting Authority, Mr.
Daniel R. Fung, SBS, SC; Mr. Alan Hoo, SC; Deputy Solicitor General (General), Mr. Stephen K.Y. Wong

The Hon. Elsie Leung, GBM, JP, Secretaries for Justice was Guest of Honour at the reception.  Also present were many
public figures, members of the judiciary and senior government officials.
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Top row (L to R): Mr. Peter Lo, Mr. Peter Lee, Mrs. Angelina Lee, Mr. Edward Cheung, Mrs. Ivy Cheng

Centre (L to R): Mr. Stephen Lo, Mr. Charles Lee, Mr. William Kwan, Sir Po-shing Woo

Bottom row (L to R): Mr. Frank Yuen, Mr. Cheung Wai Hing, Mr. Carmelo Lee, Mr. Ma Ho Fai

Woo, Kwan, Lee & Lo’s 30th Anniversary Reception

Together, the four Founders of the Firm: Sir Po-shing Woo, Mr. William Kwan, Mr. Charles Lee and Mr. Stephen Lo
were delighted to meet with guests at the reception.  Embarking on an enjoyable evening, they proposed a toast to every-
one in the company of Senior Partners of the Firm.



Woo Po ShingWilliam C.Y. Kwan Charles Y.K. Lee Stephen C.N. Lo
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Mr. Woo Po Shing (as he then was) and Mr. William Kwan Cheuk Yin began practising law generally in November
1962 as Woo & Kwan.

In November 1973 Woo & Kwan combined with the firm of Charles Lee & Stephen Lo to form Woo Kwan Lee & Lo.
Over the years the new firm expanded both in size and areas of practice.

In the early 1980’s the firm’s clients began to invest in Mainland China and the firm began to acquire experience and
build up connections in China. Projects undertaken included the building of hotels, power stations and highways. One client
decided to invest in shrimp farming and took the firm to Tianjin in 1980. It was there that the firm was asked to provide a
training course in Hong Kong for a professor of law at Nan Kai University. He happened to be one of the very few qualified
lawyers in China who also understood English. He opened the floodgates and soon younger professionals became regular
trainees at Woo Kwan Lee & Lo at an average of four per annum.

In 1993 the firm opened an office in Beijing at the invitation of some of its former trainees.

The firm also began to develop closer relationship with a number of Mainland law firms which have worked together
with the firm on China-Hong Kong projects.

With the introduction of the Mainland and Hong Kong Closer Economic Partnership Arrangement (CEPA) the firm on
31 October 2003 signed a letter of intent with the Beijing based firm of Grandall Legal Group for an association under CEPA
and another letter of intent for closer co-operation with the Tahota Law Firm of Sichuan. These connections will be mutually
beneficial as growth and development in Hong Kong and the Mainland are intimately connected.

After consolidating 30 years of experience and goodwill the firm is well prepared to cater to the needs of clients both
in Mainland China and Hong Kong in meeting future challenges and to take advantage of future opportunities.

 A Brief History of
Woo, Kwan, Lee & Lo
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Signing of Letter of Intent for Association with Grandall Legal Group
and Letter of Intent for Closer Cooperation with

Sichuan Tahota Law Firm

At the 30th anniversary reception, the Firm signed a Letter of Intent for Association with the Grandall Legal Group and
a Letter of Intent for Closer Cooperation with the Sichuan Tahota Law Firm.  The Secretary for Justice, The Honourable Elsie
Leung, GBM, JP witnessed the signing ceremony.  The signing of the Letters of Intent rendered the Firm a forerunner amongst
other local Hong Kong law firms to gain entry into the Mainland market.

In the past two years, Woo, Kwan, Lee & Lo have been working closely with the Grandall Legal Group and held
business meetings with them on a monthly basis.  We have so far collaborated on over fifty projects including listing,
mergers and acquisitions, joint ventures, and property development projects.  Since 2001, the Grandall Legal Group has
seconded lawyers to Woo, Kwan, Lee & Lo for professional exchanges.

Sichuan Tahota Law Firm is our business partner in the western region of Mainland China.  In the past year, the two
firms have collaborated in promoting legal service relating to securities in the western region of China.  Currently, the two
firms are advising two Mainland enterprises based in the western region on listing on the Hong Kong Stock Exchange.  To
facilitate a better understanding on the differences between the laws applied in the two regions and how the two firms
operate on projects, arrangement would be made for lawyers from Tahota Law Firm to be seconded to Woo, Kwan, Lee & Lo.

Representatives from the Grandall Legal Group attending the signing ceremony included: Mr. Hongbing Lv, Mr. Chun
Li, Mr. Michael Y.T. Zhang, Mr. Weidong Wang, Ms. Jinmei Diao, Mr. Tianfeng Shen, Mr. Jerry J. Kong, Mr. Shiliang Li, and Mr.
Lifeng Zhang.  Representatives from the Sichuan Tahota Law Firm included:  Mr. Cheng Shoutai, Mr. Deng Guolin, Ms. Ni
Hong, Mr. Zhou Min,  Mr. Xu Zhengping, Ms. Tao Jie, Ms. Han Yingmei, Mr. Yang Jianhong, Mr. Wang Kai, Mr. Shen Zhijun
and Ms. Peng Fan.
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With special approval from the Ministry of Justice of the People’s Republic of China, Grandall Legal Group (“Grandall”)
was founded in Beijing, the capital city of China, in June 1998.  It has a total of over forty partners and approximately 150
practising lawyers, paralegals and support staff members.

Grandall is the first and the only legal group in China ever formed.  It was formed as the result of the merging of
three well-known law firms  (formerly Michael Zhang & Associates in Beijing, Wanguo Law Firm in Shanghai and Finance
and Commerce Law Firm in Shenzhen).  All of the three law firms had more than ten years of experience in legal practice.

Grandall is the largest trans-regional partnership law firm in China.  Grandall locates its headquarters in Beijing
with six offices in Beijing, Shanghai, Shenzhen, Hangzhou, Guangzhou and Kunming, and a liaison office in Hong Kong.
Its Chengdu and Changchun offices will be established soon.  Grandall divides its internal management into several
special practice committees, namely the Banking and Finance Committee, the Securities and Capital Market Committee,
the Corporate and Commerce Committee, as well as the Intellectual Property and E-commerce Committee.  It provides
trans-regional legal services.  The main areas of practice in which Grandall is actively involved include: banking, insurance,
trust, issuance of stocks, funds and convertible bonds in domestic and overseas markets, international investment,
infrastructure facilities, enterprise transformation and stock listing, merger and acquisitions, and corporate restructuring,
project financing, real estate, commercial litigation and commercial arbitration.

The entire staff of Grandall Legal Group believes that reliability, professionalism, responsibility and efficiency are
the best guarantee for first-rate legal services.

Grandall Legal Group
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Tahota Law Firm is a partnership law firm approved by the Sichuan Provincial Justice Bureau.  It was awarded ‘The
Firm of Sichuan’  in 2001 and enjoyed a very good reputation in the western region of China.  The Firm also operates a
branch office in Beijing.  Tahota Law Firm was founded by three lawyers namely Mr. Cheng Shoutai, Ms. Ni Hong and Mr.
Zhou Min.  It now has ten partners, over seventy lawyers, and more than forty trainees and administrative staff.  All lawyers
of the Firm are degree holders and some hold master and doctoral degrees as well as having overseas experience.

Tahota Law Firm and some of its lawyers have acquired professional qualifications to engage in legal transactions
relating to securities, identification of state-owned assets, significant infrastructure bidding projects, as well as acting as
legal counsel for enterprises.

Tahota Law Firm is the legal adviser to the local government and private enterprises.  Services the Firm provides
cover civil and criminal litigation, securities, company liquidation, mergers, company restructuring, real property, construction,
intellectual property, international investments, trading, environmental protection, tax, and immigration law.  The Firm also
has a wealth of professional experience in handling commercial, property, securities projects and projects involving for-
eign parties.

Over the years, the Firm has served clients such as Chengdu High Technology, China Mobile, Overseas Estate of
China, Zhixin Enterprise, New Hope Group, Beijing Zhongyuan, Qinghua Tongfang, Sichuan Daily Group, Sichuan Airlines,
China 999, ICBC, EBBC, Tibet Development and Swiss Life Insurance.
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